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Most states have cut back public health powers amid pandemic 


By LAUREN WEBER and 
ANNA MARIA BARRY-JEST- 
ER 

KHN (Kaiser Health News) 
Republican legislators 
in more than half of U.S. 
states, sourred on by vot- 
ers angry about lockdowns 
and mask mandates, are 
taking away the powers 
that state and local of- 
ficials Use to protect the 
public against infectious 
diseases. 

A Kaiser Health News re- 
view found that, in all 50 
states, legislators have pro- 
posed bills to curb such 
oublic health powers since 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
began. At least 26 states 
passed laws that permoa- 
nently weaken  govern- 
ment authority to protect 
oublic health. In three ad- 
ditional states, aN execu- 
tive order, ballot initiative 


or state Supreme Court rul- 
ing limited long-held public 
health powers. In Arkansas, 
legislators banned mask 
mandates except in pri- 
vate businesses or state- 
run health care settings, 
calling them "a burden on 
the public peace, health, 
and safety of the citizens of 
this state." In Idaho, county 
commissioners, who. typi- 
cally have no public health 
expertise, can veto county- 
wide public health orders. 
And in Kansas and Tennes- 
see, school boards, rather 
than health officials, have 
the power to close schools. 
President Joe Biden last 
week announced sweep- 
Ing vaccination mandates 
and other COVID-19 meas- 
ures, saying he was forced 
to act partly because of 


such legislation. 
Continued on next page 
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Continued from Front 
All told: 
—In at least 16 states, leg- 


islators have limited the 
power of public health 
officials to order — mask 


mandates, or quarantines 
or isolation. In some cases, 
they gave themselves or lo- 
cal elected politicians the 
authority to prevent the 
soread of infectious dis- 
ease. 

—At least 17 states passed 
laws banning COVID-19 
vaccine mandates or pass- 
oorts, or made It easier to 
get around vaccine re- 
quirements. 

—At least nine states have 
new laws banning or limit- 
INg mask mandates. Execu- 
tive orders or a court ruling 
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In this Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2021 file photo, supporters of a bill that 
would prohibit public and private employers from requiring vac- 
cinations or punishing workers who don't receive them rally in 
favor of the legislation demonstrate outside the Ohio Statehouse 
in Columbus, Ohio. 

Associated Press 


Much of this legislation 
takes effect as COVID-19 


limit mask requirements in 
five more. 
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hospitalizations in some 
areas are climbing to the 
highest numbers at any 
point in the pandemic. 
"We really could see more 
people sick, hurt, hospital- 
ized or even die, depena- 
ing on the extremity of the 
legislation and = curtailing 
of the authority," said Lori 
Tremmel Freeman, head of 
the National Association of 
County and City Health Of- 
ficials. 

Public health academics 
and officials are frustrated 
that they, instead of the 
virus, have become the 
enemy. They argue this will 
have consequences that 
last long beyond this pan- 
demic, diminishing — their 
ability to fight the latest 
COVID-19 surge and future 
disease outbreaks. 

"It's kind of like having your 
hands tied in the middle 
of a boxing match," said 
Kelley Vollmar, executive 
director of the Jefferson 
County Health Department 
in Missouri. 

But proponents of the new 
limits say they are a neces- 
sary check on executive 
powers and give lawmak- 
ers a voice in prolonged 
emergencies. Arkansas 
State Sen. Trent Garner, a 
Republican who co-spon- 
sored his state's successful 
bill fo ban mask mandates, 
said he was trying to reflect 
the will of the people. 
"What the people of Ar- 
kansas want is the decision 
to be left in their hands, to 
them and their family," Gar- 
ner said. ‘It's time to take 
the power away from the 
so-called experts, whose 
ideas have been woefully 
inadequate.’ 

After initially signing the 
bill, Republican Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson expressed re- 
gret, calling a special leg- 
islative session in early Au- 
gust to ask lawmakers to 
carve out an exception 
for schools. Lawmakers de- 
clined. The law is currently 
blocked by an Arkansas 
judge who deemed it un- 
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constitutional. Legal battles 
are ongoing in other states 
as well. 

The Montana Legislature 
passed some of the most 
restrictive laws of alll, se- 


verely = curbing pOublic 
health's quarantine and 
isolation powers, increas- 


ing local elected officials’ 
power over local health 
boards, preventing limits 
on religious gatherings and 
banning employers — in- 
cluding in health care set- 
tings — from requiring vac- 
cinations for COVID-19, the 
flu or anything else. 

Losing the ability to order 
quarantines has left Karen 
Sullivan, health officer for 
Montana's Butte-Silver Bow 
Health Department, terri- 
fied about what's to come 
— not only during this pan- 
demic but for future mea- 
sles outbreaks. 

"Relying on morality and 
goodwill is not a good pub- 
lic health practice," she 
said. 

Freeman said her city and 
county health © officials’ 
group has meager influ- 
ence and resources, espe- 
cially in comparison with 
the American Legislative 
Exchange Council, a cor- 
porate-backed conserva- 
tive group that promoted 
Qa model bill to restrict the 
emergency powers of 
governors and other offi- 
cials. The draft legislation 
appears to have inspired 
dozens of state-level bills, 
according to the KHN re- 
view. At least 15. states 
passed laws limiting emer- 
gency powers. In some 
states, governors can no 
longer institute mask man- 
dates, and their executive 
orders can be overturned 
by legislators. The new laws 
are meant to reduce the 
oower of governors and re- 
store the balance of power 
between states’ executive 
branches and legislatures, 
said Jonathon Hauvuen- 
schild, director of the ALEC 
task force on Communica- 
tions and technology.l) 
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States learning how Ey Atghan evacuees s coming their way 


By AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Biden administration on 
Wednesday began notify- 
iINg governors and state ref- 
Ugee coordinators across 
the country about how 
many Afghan evacuees 
from among the first group 
of nearly 37,000 arrivals are 
slated to be resettled in 
their states. 

California is projected to 
take more arrivals than any 
other — more than 5,200 
people, according to State 
Department data for the 
Afghan Placement and As- 
sistance program obtained 
by The Associated Press. 
Alabama and Mississippi 
are each slated to wel- 
come 10, according to U.S. 
officials. Hawaii, South Da- 
kota, West Virginia, Wyo- 
ming and the District of Co- 
lumbia are not expected 
to resettle anyone from the 
first group of evacuees Who 
fled during the final days of 
the chaotic U.S. withdrawal 
last month. 

The administration has 
requested funding from 
Congress to help resettle 
65,000 Afghans in the Unit- 
ed States by the end of this 
month and 95,000 by Sep- 
tember 2022. President Joe 
Biden tapped the former 
governor of his home state 
of Delaware, Jack Markell, 
to temporarily serve as his 
point person on resettling 
Afghan evacuees in the 
United States. 

States with a_ historically 
large number of Afghans 
who resettled in the U.S. 
over the last 20 years — in- 





Afghan refugees line up for food in a dining hall at Fort Bliss' Dona Ana Village, in New Mexico, 
where they are being housed, Friday, Sept. 10, 2021. 


cluding California, Mary- 
land, Texas and Virginia 
— are again welcoming a 
disproportionate number 
of evacuees, according to 
the data. Many gravitate 
to northern Virginia, the 
Maryland suburbs of D.C. 
and northern California — 
some of the most expen- 
sive housing markets in the 
country. 

Oklahoma, which over the 
course of the 20-year war 
had resettled a relatively 
small number of Afghans, is 
slated to resettle 1,800 new 


arrivals. 

Many of the new evacuees 
requested to be resettled in 
those states because they 
already have family and 
close friends living in those 
states, according to two 
U.S. officials who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity 
to discuss the calls to state 
government officials. Re- 
settlement agencies also 
have a large presence and 
capacity in many of those 
states. 

The State Department re- 
settled evacuees based 


Associated Press 


on the advice of local af- 
fiiates of nine national re- 
settlement agencies the 
U.S. government is working 
with, the officials said. 

The officials said Afghan 
evacuees are advised that 
other parts of the coun- 
try -- including areas with 
plentiful job openings and 
cheaper housing -- could 
be good places to begin 
their new lives in the U.S. 
The Afghan evacuees go 
through a Department of 
Homeland Security-co- 
ordinated process of se- 


curity vetting before be- 
ing admitted. And every 
evacuee who comes into 
the United States also goes 
through health screening. 
Evacuees who are 12 and 
older are required to get 
the COVID-19 vaccination 
as a term of their humani- 
tarian parolee status after 
entering the country. 

Still, there have been unex- 
pected complications. 
U.S.-bound flights for evac- 
uees who had been staying 
temporarily in third-country 
processing sites were hallt- 
ed last week after measles 
cases were discovered 
among several Afghans 
who had recently arrived in 
the U.S. 

Some of the recent Afghan 
arrivals could also face a 
tough road ahead if Con- 
gress doesn't take action to 
treat them as refugees ar- 
riving in the U.S. 

The Afghan evacuees are 
not currently eligible for 
food stamps, cash _ assis- 
tance through the Tempo- 
rary Assistance for Needy 
Families program for low 
income families, Medicaid 
or other traditional refugee 
services that are funded 
through the Department 
of Health and Human Ser- 
vices. 

Currently, each Afghan 
evacuee is slated fo re- 
ceive $1,225 to helo with 
rent, furniture and food and 
provide a small amount of 
pocket money. Biden has 
called on Congress to take 
action to ensure that the 
recent arrivals have access 
to the same benefits as 
refugees.L] 


Feds OK plan to cut salmon fishing when needed for orcas 


SEATTLE (AP) — Federal officials have ap- 
proved a plan that calls for cutting nontribal 
salmon fishing along the West Coast when 
the fish are needed to help the Northwest's 
endangered killer whales. 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin- 
istration Fisheries adopted the plan Tuesday 
as recommended by the Pacific Fishery Man- 
agement Council. It calls for restricting com- 
mercial and recreational salmon fishing when 
chinook salmon numbers are especially low. 
It's one of the the first times a federal agency 
has restricted hunting or fishing one species to 
benefit a predator that relies on it. 

The southern resident killer whales — the en- 
dangered orcas that soend much of their 
time in the waters between Washington state 


and British Columbia — depend heavily on 
depleted runs of fatty chinook. Recent re- 
search has affirmed how important chinook 
are to the whales year round, as they cruise 
the outer coast, and not just when they for- 
age in Washington's inland waters in the sum- 
mertime. 

The fishing restrictions would extend from 
Puget Sound in Washington to Monterey Bay 
in central California, and they would be trig- 
gered when fewer than 966,000 chinook are 
forecast to return to Northwest rivers. The last 
time forecast chinook returns were that low 
was in 2007. The restrictions would include re- 
ducing fishing quotas north of Cape Falcon in 
Oregon; delaying the start of the ocean com- 
mercial troll fishery between Cape Falcon 


and Monterey Bay; and closing parts of the 
Columbia River and Grays Harbor in Washing- 
ton and the Klamath River and Monterey Bay 
to fishing much of the year. 

There are 74 orcas in the three pods that 
make up the southern resident orca popula- 
tion. Three are pregnant, and given the high 
rate of failed pregnancies in the population, 
Washington state officials this week urged 
boaters to follow state laws on keeping their 
distance from the whales to give them space 
to feed and socialize. 

The whales have in recent years been at their 
lowest numbers since the 1970s, when hun- 
dreds were captured — and dozens were 
keot — for aquarium display. Scientists warn 
the population is on the brink of extinction.) 
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Boston getting ih of color as Wu, Essalbl George advance 


By STEVE LeBLANC 

BOSTON (AP) — For the first 
time in 200 years, Boston 
voters have narrowed the 
field of mayoral candidates 
to two women of color who 
will face off against each 
other in November. 

City Councilors Michelle Wu 
and Annissa Essaibi George 
topped the _ five-person 
race in Tuesday's prelimi- 
nary runoff. They bested 
acting Mayor Kim Janey, 
City Councilor Andrea 
Campbell and John Bar- 
ros, the city's former eco- 
nomic develooment chief. 
All five were candidates of 
color — a major shift away 
from two centuries of Bos- 
ton politics dominated by 
white men. 

Wu's parents immigrated to 
the U.S. from Taiwan. Essaibi 
George describes herself 
as a first generation Arab 
Polish-American. 

Whoever wins on Nov. 2 will 
make history in a city that 
has never elected a wom- 
an or Asian American may- 
or. For the past 200 years, 
the office has been held 
exclusively by white men. 
Wu and Essaibi George's 
advancement to the gen- 
eral election ushers in a 
new era for the city which 
has wrestled with § racial 
and ethnic strife. 
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Boston mayoral candidate Michelle Wu speaks with the media after casting her ballot in the 
Mayoral race on Election Day, at the Phineas Bates Elementary School in Boston, Tuesday, Sept. 
14, 2021. 


Essaibi George said she was 
confident she could pose a 
significant challenge to Wu 
in November. 

‘lL am so grateful fo you 
showing up not just tonight 
but showing up for the last 
eight months," she told sup- 
porters. 

Wu spoke to reporters out- 
side Boston City Hall on 
Wednesday. 

"This is the moment in Bos- 
ton that our campaign and 
our coalition has been calll- 


ing for for a long time," she 
said. "We got in this race 
over a year ago — actually 
exactly a year ago today 
— fo ensure that Boston 
would step up to meet this 
moment.. 

Essaibi George in her vic- 
tory soeech said the mayor 
of Boston can't unilaterally 
restore rent control — a jab 
at Wu, who wants to revive 
a version of rent control, 
or rent stabilization, which 
was banned statewide by 


Associated Press 


a 1994 ballot question. 

Wu pushed back, say- 
ing she's addressed tough 
challenges during her years 
as a city councilor. 

"We took on issues that 
people said were pie in 
the sky, would be impos- 
sible to accomplish but by 
building coalitions, working 
across all levels of govern- 
ment and continuing fo 
bring community members 
to the table, we knocked 
those down, one by one,” 


she said. 

Earlier this year, Janey be- 
came the first Black Bos- 
tonian and first woman to 
occupy the city's top office 
in an acting capacity after 
former Mayor Marty Walsh 
stepped down to become 
President Joe Biden's labor 
secretary. 

‘lL want to congratulate 
Michelle Wu and Annissa 
Essaibi George on their vic- 
tories this evening," Janey 
said in a statement. ‘This 
was a spirited and historic 
race, and | wish them both 
luck in the final election." 
There had been an effort 
among some leaders in 
the Black community to 
rally around a single candi- 
date to ensure that at least 
one Black mayoral hopeful 
could claim one of the two 
top slots. 

All of the candidates were 
Democrats. Mayoral races 
in Boston do not include 
party primaries. 

Wu was elected to the Bos- 
ton City Council in 2013 at 
age 28, becoming the first 
Asian-American §=woman 
to serve on the council. In 
2016, she was elected city 
council president by her 
colleagues in a unanimous 
vote, becoming the first 
woman of color to serve as 
oresident.L) 





Weekend blast: Gas now shut off fo Georgia apartment complex 





An apartment building sits damaged Monday Sept. 13, 2021 in 
Dunwoody, Ga., just outside of Atlanta, following an explosion 
Sunday. 


DUNWOODY, Ga. (AP) — 
Gas has been temporarily 
turned off at an apartment 
complex in an Atlanta sub- 
uro where a building par- 
tially collapsed during a 
weekend explosion, send- 


Associated Press 


ing four people to the hos- 
pital. 

Atlanta Gas Light said in- 
soectors have identified 
appliance and fuel line is- 
sues within the buildings. 
Officials said they have 


been directed by the Dun- 
woody City Code Officer to 
suspend all natural gas ser- 
vice to the entire complex 
until all Units are insoected 
and deemed safe. 

The company told WSB-TV 
that one of its crews was 
headed to the complex, 
in response to a call from 
someone who reported 
smelling gas, when the ex- 
plosion occurred. 

"Atlanta Gas Light is com- 
mitted to delivering safe 
and reliable natural gas 
service to our Customers,’ 
it said. "Upon arrival, we 
began coordinating with 
first responders, turning off 
the natural gas connected 
to the impacted units and 
performing safety checks. 
At this time, we have not 
identified any other calls to 
Atlanta Gas Light related 
to odor of gas complaints 


at the impacted locations." 
Four people were taken to 
a hospital after Sunday's 
explosion at Arrive Perime- 
ter aoartments and at least 
25 units were damaged, 
news outlets reported. 

Officials with the City of 
Dunwoody said Monday 
that on-site insoections re- 
vealed two gas leaks in a 
building at the complex 
that weren't related to the 
explosion. Gas was shut off 
so those repairs could be 
made and crews could in- 
spect additional buildings. 
Police said they were 
called to the apartments 
in DeKalb County around 
1:24 p.m. Sunday, where 
they encountered heavy 
gas fumes. Police began 
evacuating residents but 
then there was an explo- 
sion. The blast was so pow- 
erful that it damaged sur- 


rounding buildings. 

One resident told WSB-TV 
that the smell of gas has 
become almost a regular 
occurrence at the com- 
plex. "This has been an on- 
going Issue," Erik Wiley said. 
"A lot of residents have 
been complaining about 
smelling gas." 

Wiley said he called SCANA 
Energy a few months ago 
about the smell. SCANA 
confirms they disoatched 
crews from Atlanta Gas 
Light on March 29. 

"They did detect gas and 
they were going to notify 
management,’ Wiley said. 
But SCANA said there were 
no signs of a gas leak. And, 
Atlanta Gas Light said that 
other than Sunday, they 
have not confirmed any 
calls received from prop- 
erty management or from 
SCANA.L) 
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Stung by Afghan debacle, E.U. forges ahead with security plans 


* 
* 


By LORNE COOK 
Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) — Stung 
by the swiff collapse of 
the Afghan army and the 
chaotic U.S.-led evacua- 
tion through Kabul airport, 
the European Union on 
Wednesday unveiled new 
plans to develop its own 
defense capacities to try 
to ensure that it has more 
freedom to act in future cri- 
Ses. 

More than 100,000 people 
were evacuated in the 
frenzied final days of the 
U.S. airlift after President 
Joe Biden said American 
troops would leave, forcing 
the hands of EU countries 
incapable of facing the 
Taliban alone. Many thou- 
sands of Afghans remain, 
desperate fo escape the 
uncertainty of Taliban rule. 
The scenes of chaos includ- 
ed Afghans plunging to 
their deaths from the sides 
of military aircraft on take- 
off and a suicide bomb- 
ing that killed 169 Afghans 
and 13 U.S. personnel and 
encapsulated the end of 
a two-decade war led by 
Washington with financial, 
political and security sup- 
oort from the Europeans. 





European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen delivers a State of the Union Address at the 
European Parliament in Strasbourg, France, Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2021. 


In a self-styled State of the 
European Union address, 
European Commission Pres- 
ident Ursula von der Leyen 
said that the failure of the 
government and security 
forces in Kabul and their 
fall to Taliban insurgents 
in a matter of days raises 
troubling questions for the 
27-nation bloc, but also for 
NATO. 

"Witnessing events unfold in 
Afghanistan was profound- 


ly painful for all the families 
of fallen servicemen and 
servicewomen,' von der 
Leyen told EU lawmakers. 
"To make sure that their ser- 
vice will never be in vain, 
we have fo reflect on how 
this mission could end so 
abruptly.” 

‘There are deeply trou- 
bling questions that allies 
will have to tackle within 
NATO," the former German 
defense minister said. But 


Associated Press 


she conceded that coop- 
eration with NATO, where 
the U.S. is by far the most 


powerful and _ influential 
member, must also remain 
Q priority. 


Still, von der Leyen said at 
the European Parliament 
in Strasbourg, France, that 
“Europe can — and clearly 
should — be able and willing 
to do more on its own," and 
she insisted that "It is time 
for Europe to step up to the 


next level.” 

Earlier this month, EU min- 
isters debated creating a 
standby EU force of around 
5,000 troops to deploy in 
crises like the one at Kabul 
airport. The plan faces op- 
position from some of the 
22 EU countries that are 
also members of NATO, no- 
tably countries bordering 
Russia comforted by USS. 
security assurances. 

The idea is not particularly 
new. The EU has a system of 
battlegroups to deploy to 
hot spots but they've never 
been used, and the Euro- 
peans are generally reluc- 
tant to send their troops to 
active conflict zones. 
"What has held us back until 
now is not just a shortfall of 
capacity — it is the lack of 
political will," von der Leyen 
said. 'If we develop this po- 
litical will, there is a lot that 
we can do at EU level.” 
She said the EU must lay 
the foundations for better 
collective decision-making 
and_ intelligence sharing, 
improve the interoperabil- 
ity of the 27 member coun- 
tries’ military equipment, 
and invest in common pro}- 
ects like fighter jets, drones 
and cyber capacities.) 





lran’s nuclear chief admits removal of damaged IAEA cameras 


By NASSER KARIMI and ISA- 
BEL DEBRE 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran ac- 
knowledged on Wedhnes- 
day that it had removed 
several surveillance camer- 
as installed by U.N. nuclear 
insoectors at a centrifuge 
assembly site that came 
Under a mysterious attack 
earlier this year. 

The chief of the country's 
nuclear program, Moham- 
mad Eslami, sought to por- 
tray the removal of camer- 
as as Tehran's response to 
world powers reneging on 
their commitments under 
the tattered 2015 nuclear 
deal. 

"The parties did not imple- 
ment their commitments so 
there were no necessity for 
the cameras existence,’ 
Eslami said after a meeting 
with lawmakers — remarks 
apparently aimed at his 
own domestic audience 
Under the country's new 


hard-line President Ebrahim 
Raisi. 

Eslami's comments come 
days after a confidential 
International Atomic Ener- 
gy Agency report that re- 
vealed the nuclear watch- 
dog found four surveillance 
cameras to be destroyed 
and damaged after their 
removal from the centri- 
fuge manufacturing site in 
Karaj, a city about 40 kilo- 
meters (25 miles) northwest 
of Tehran. 

In June, lran accused Israel 
of mounting a sabotage 
attack on the site, which 
makes components _ for 
machines used to enrich 
uranium. Without disclosing 
details of the assault, lra- 
nian authorities acknowl- 
edged the strike had dam- 
aged the building. 
Addressing swirling qQues- 
tions about the agency's 
broken surveillance camer- 
as, Eslami said Wednesday 
they were damaged dur- 


ing recent "Terrorist Opera- 
tions,” without elaborating. 
The attack on Karaj was just 
the latest in a series of sus- 
pected assaults targeting 
lran's nuclear program that 
have heightened regional 
hostilities in recent months, 
as world powers attempt to 
salvage the now-collapsed 
nuclear deal. Israel is wide- 
ly believed to have carried 
out the sabotage, though 
it has not claimed respon- 
sibility. 

Tensions eased slightly in 
the contest over IAEA sur- 
veillance cameras at Iran's 
sensitive nuclear sites ear- 
lier this week, when Iran 
agreed to allow interna- 
tional inspectors to install 
new memory cards into 
surveillance cameras at its 
atomic facilities to contin- 
ve filming. 

Tehran holds all record- 
ings at its sites as negotia- 
tions over the U.S. and Iran 
returning to the landmark 
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Head of Atomic Energy Organization of lran, Mohammad Esl- 
ami, center, speaks during a joint press briefing with Director 
General of International Atomic Energy Agency, IAEA, Rafael 
Mariano Grossi, second right, in Tehran, Iran, Sunday, Sept. 12, 


2021. 


nuclear deal remain stalled 
in Vienna. As Tehran tries to 
ramp up pressure on the 
West to grant sanctions re- 
lief, the Country is now en- 


Associated Press 


riching small amounts of 
uranium to its closest-ever 
levels tO Weapons-grade 
ourity as its stockpile con- 
tinues to grow. LL) 
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ICC judges authorize probe into Philippines’ ‘war on drugs’ 


By MIKE CORDER 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — International 
Criminal Court judges on 
Wednesday authorized an 
investigation into the Phil- 
ilppines’ deadly "war on 
drugs’ campaign, saying 
the crackdown "cannot be 
seen as a legitimate law 
enforcement operation." 


The court's former pros- 
ecutor, Fatou Bensouda, 
sought permission from 


judges earlier this year to 
investigate the Philippine 
government's campaign. 
She said that a preliminary 
probe she began in Febru- 
ary 2018 found "a reason- 
able basis to believe that 
the crime against humanity 
of murder has been com- 
mitted" in the Philippines 
between July 1, 2016 and 
March 16, 2019, the date 
the Philippines withdrew 
from the court. 

Ina written decision, judges 
who considered Bensou- 
da's request found a 'rea- 
sonable basis to proceed 
with an investigation" into 
killings committed through- 
out the Philippines as part 
of the war on drugs, saying 





In this Tuesday Aug. 27, 2019 file photo Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte gestures as he ad- 
dresses land reform beneficiaries on the 31st year of the implementation of the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program (CARP) in suburban Quezon city northeast of Manila, Philippines. 

Associated Press 


they appear to amount to 
a crime against humanity 
under the court's founding 
statute. 

The court said in a state- 
ment that the judges ruled 
that "based on the facts as 


they emerge at the present 
stage and subject to prop- 
er investigation and further 
analysis, the so-called 'war 
on drugs’ campaign can- 
not be seen as a legitimate 
law enforcement opera- 


tion, and the killings neither 
as legitimate nor as mere 
excesses in an otherwise le- 
gitimate operation." 

They added that "the avail- 
able material indicates, 
to the required standard, 
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that a widespread and 
systematic attack against 
the civilian population took 
place pursuant to or in fur- 
therance of a State policy." 
The judges also included 
in the scope of the investi- 
gation killings in the Davao 
area from Nov. 1, 2011, the 
date the Philippines joined 
the ICC, to June 30, 2016. 
Philiopine President Ro- 
drigo Duterte is the former 
mayor of Davao. 

When Duterfe announced 
he was withdrawing _ his 
country from the = court 
he defended the cam- 
paign as ‘lawfully directed 
against drug lords and 
pushers who have for many 
years destroyed the pres- 
ent generation, specially 
the youth." 

More than 6,000 mostly 
poor drug suspects have 
been killed, according to 
government  pronounce- 
ments, but human. rights 
groups say the death fol 
is considerably higher and 
should include many un- 
solved _ killings by motor- 
cycle-riding gunmen who 
may have been deployed 
by police.) 
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In this July 20, 2021 file photo, Prime Minister Ariel Henry, center, 
talks with former interim Prime Minister Claude Joseph as they 
stand surrounded by Henry's cabinet after his appointment in 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, weeks after the assassination of President 
Jovenel Moise at his home. 


Associated Press 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Haitis government is 
starting to crumble as Prime 
Minister Ariel Henry faces 
increased scrutiny from au- 
thorities investigating the 
president's slaying, with 
one top official resigning 
Wednesday as he accused 
Henry of obstructing justice 


Associated Press 


in a sharply worded letter. 

Renald  Luberice, who 
served more than four years 
as secretary general of 
Haiti's Council of Ministers, 
said he cannot remain un- 
der the direction of some- 
one who Is under suspicion 
and who "does not intend 
to cooperate with justice, 
seeking, on the contrary, 


bility as PM 


by all means, to obstruct if." 
Luberice also said he is con- 
cerned about the alleged 
evidence against Henry in 
the killing of President Jove- 
nel Moise. 

"May each minister put 
himself at the height of his 
mission at this historic cross- 
roads,’ he said. 

A spokesman for Henry de- 
clined to comment. 

Last week, former Port-au- 
Prince chief prosecutor 
Bed-Ford Claude asked 
Henry to meet with him 
Tuesday to explain why he 
had two phone conversa- 
tions with a key suspect just 
hours after the July 7 killing 
of Molse at his home. The 
suspect, Joseoh Badio, was 
fired from the government's 
anti-corruption unit in May 
and remains a fugitive. 

On Tuesday, Claude or- 
dered the judge oversee- 
ing the case to charge 
and investigate the prime 
minister based on that evi- 
dence. Hours later, a new 
chief prosecutor replaced 


comes under scrutiny 


Claude on orders of Henry. 
The developments under- 
line that Moise's Tet Kale 
party is fracturing, said Rob- 
ert Fatton, a Haitian politics 
expert at the University of 
Virginia. 

Some politicians are align- 
ing themselves with Henry 
and others are breaking 
away, threatening to fur- 
ther destabilize the country 
as it tries to recover from 
the turmoil of the assassi- 
nation and a recent earth- 
quake that killed more than 
2,200 people as it prepares 
for Upcoming presidential 
and legislative elections. 
Among those breaking 
away is Senate President 
Joseph Lambert, a one- 
time Molse ally who re- 
cently proclaimed himself 
as provisional president in 
a move that has only re- 
ceived support from sev- 
eral politicians and has 
not been recognized by 
Henry's administration or 
anyone in the international 
community. 


| don't know how long the 
power struggle can con- 
tinue," Fatton said. "All of it 
is bewildering. We'll have to 
wait to see if the situation 
settles and if Ariel Henry 
wins that battle." 

Henry, who Moise named 
as prime minister shortly be- 
fore he was killed, has not 
sooken publicly on the is- 
sue this week, saying only 
over the weekend that he 
is focused on_ stabilizing 
Haiti and would not be dis- 
tracted by summons, ma- 
neuvers or threats. 

More than 40 suspects 
have been arrested in the 
Slaying, including 18 Co- 
lombian ex-soldiers who 
have accused Haitian au- 
thorities of torturing them 
while they are in custody. 
The investigation has faced 
several setbacks, including 
death threats that have 
forced court clerks to go 
into hiding and a judge to 
steo down after one of his 
assistants died in unclear 
circumstances._} 
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CCARHUACC LICAPA, 
Peru (AP) — Leila Ccaico 
walked slowly to the front 
of her class in a rural village 
in the Andes. Reluctantly, 
she faced her classmates, 
obeyed her teacher's or- 
ders and started to sing 
softly in Quechua. 

This is the first year that the 
sixth grader has been tak- 
ing reading and writing 
lessons in the Indigenous 
language she learned from 
her parents, one that has 
survived despite centuries 
of laws and discrimination 
that discouraged its use. 
Halting efforts to revive and 
promote the language hit 
the spotlight last month 
when Peru's newly appoint- 
ed prime minister surorised 
the nation by delivering 
a speech in Quechua to 
Congress for the first time in 
Peru's history. 

Translation into Spanish 
was unavailable, angering 
politicians who couldn't un- 
derstand the soeech — a 
fact that illustrated Que- 
Chua's status as a second- 
class language in the South 
American country. 

But the incident also raised 
hopes among Quechua 
speakers that Peru's new 
government, led by a ru- 
ral schoolteacher from an 
Indigenous region, will give 
their language more vis- 
ibility and increase funding 
for bilingual education in 
villages where children are 
often reluctant to speak 
the ancient tongue. 

"| feel strange speaking 
Quechua; it(s embarrass- 
ing’ said 11-year-old Ccai- 
co, whose name is pro- 
nounced something like 
"Hal-Ko" in English. 

Talking in Spanish, she said 
that children who speak 
Quechua at her school get 
bullied, and added that 
parents in her village don't 
want children to learn the 
tongue because they think 
it will not helo children 
when they move to the cit- 
les for work. 

Ccaico, whose parents are 
aloaca herders, said she 
stopped speaking Que- 
chua fluently at the age 
of 6. She said she she was 
visiting a city and started to 
speak in Quechua, but her 
older sister told her to stop 
because passersby would 
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Indigenous women speak to each other in the Quechua Indigenous language at the Nery Garcia 
Market in Huamangga, Peru, Thursday, Sept. 2, 2021. 


make fun of them. 

It's a situation commonly 
faced by Quechua speadk- 
ers In South America, even 
though the language is 
used by an estimated 10 
million people in the region 


— largely in Peru,. Ecuador 


and Bolivia, all of which 
have made it an official 
language in recent de- 
cades. 

Five hundred years ago, 
Quechua was the lingua 
franca of the Inca Empire, 
which stretched from what 
is now southern Colombia 
to central Chile. 

But the language's status 
began to decline follow- 
ing the Spanish conquest 
of Peru. Though Spanish 
authorities initially tolerated 
Quechua, they banned it 
following an Indigenous re- 
bellion in 1781. 

In 1975, a nationalist military 
government turned Que- 
chua into an official lan- 
guage in Peru, along with 
Spanish. But legal recogni- 
tion did not stop discrimi- 
nation against Quechua 
soeakers, who come mostly 
from poor and rural areas. 
During the conflict be- 
tween Peru's government 
and the Shining Path guer- 
rilla group in the 1980s and 
1990s, some Indigenous 
oeople were tortured by 
the military and accused of 
being rebel collaborators 
merely for soeaking Que- 
chua, a truth commission 


found. 

Thousands of Quechua 
speaking women were en- 
rolled in forced sterilization 
campaigns in Peru during 
the 1990-2000 government 
of Alberto Fujimori and 
were denied medical at- 
tention in their native lan- 
guage. 

"We have suffered for 500 
years. We walked slowly 
through hills and snowy 
oeaks to arrive here in Con- 
gress, and have our voice 
heard" Prime Minister Guido 
Bellido said during his Que- 
chua language speech on 
Aug 26. 

Bellido, a native Quechua 
speaker who is also fluent 
in Spanish, was attending 
his confirmation hearing 
after being named prime 
minister by Pedro Castillo, 
the nation's newly elected 
oresident. 

Three minutes after starting, 
Bellido was ordered to stop 
his soeech by congressio- 
nal president Maria Alva, 
who told him to "immedi- 
ately translate’ what he 
had said. Translators were 
not available despite Que- 
chua's official status. 

‘It's time to change. It's 
time for all of our country's 
residents to look at each 
other as equals, without dis- 
crimination’ Bellido told the 
chamber in Quechua. 


Later, as the lawmakers 
debated his nomination, 
he — seemingly casually 


Associated Press 


— pulled out a small bag 
of coca leaves, dipped his 
facemask and began to 
chew a few. The practice 
is Common among Indig- 
enous people across the 
Andes who use the herb 
as a tonic — but previously 
unheard of in the legislative 
chambers. 


Leila Ccaico's mother, 


Quechua endures | in Peru despite centuries of discrimination 


Maribel Licapa said she 
watched the soeech and 
agreed with the prime min- 
ister that more needs to be 
done to accommodate 
non-Spanish soeakers. 
Licapa said that she was 
barred from speaking her 
native language when 
she worked at a planta- 
tion on Peru's coast and 
as a cleaner in the homes 
of wealthy families closer 
to her village. "You have 
to soeak in Spanish. | don't 
Understand, one employer 
told her. 

"For 500 years Spanish has 
been imposed in a way 
that reflects the racist and 
classist values of Peruvian 
society’ said Carmen Ca- 
zorla, an anthropologist 
who teaches Quechua at 
the Catholic University of 
Peru. 'This society underap- 
oreciates those who speak 
Indigenous languages and 
some even suspect that 
speakers of these languag- 
es are using them to offend 
others" Cazorla said. 
Cazorla is directing a bilin- 
gual project at Leila Ccai- 
co's school, where children 
are taught to collect me- 
dicinal plants and jot down 
their Quechua names. LL] 
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Paseo Herencia is always fun and exciting to visit 


a 








NOORD— Paseo Herencia 
offers a variety of shop- 
ping, dining and entertain- 
ment options in an outdoor 
center located in the heart 
of Palm Beach. 


Shopping 

The Paseo Herencia stores 
offer a great collection 
in beach wear, clothing, 
perfume, shoes, jewelry, 
souvenirs and much more. 
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Pamper yourself by visiting 
Maggy’s and enjoy their 
salon services and shop 
for your favorite beauty 
products. Aruba Aloe has 
that perfect giff to bring 
back home, all made with 
natural ingredients. Other 
brand favorites are Tommy 
Hilfiger, Calvin Klein, Aldo, 
Carmen Steffens, Quiksil- 
ver, Pandora and many 
more. 
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Restaurants 
Start with a breakfast meal 


at Chill Out Island Cafe 
for a fluffy souffle pan- 
cake with your choice of 
toppings, breakfast sand- 
wiches or acai bowls plus 
your favorite bubble tea. 
TGI Fridays offers breakfast 
options starting from $8.57, 
available all day - every 
day. Go Argentinian style 
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at Che Bar and try their de- 
licious omelet with chorizo/ 
ham, mozzarella, onions, 
peppers, and tomatoes 
served with skillet potatoes 
and toast. 


These restaurants are also 
open for lunch and dinner 
and will delight you with 
Unique tastes. Choices run 
from Argentinian dishes 
to, Asian/Caribbean, — In- 
ternational and Mexican 
at amongst others Iguana 
Cantina. Sip and have a 
good time at the Bulldog 
Aruba located in the cen- 
ter of the Plaza. Open Till 
Il lom. 


VIP Cinema 

Visit the one-of-a-kind Ca- 
ribbean Cinemas VIP on 
the second floor of Paseo 
Herencia and enjoy your 
favorite movies with the lat- 
est projection and 7.1] Dol- 
by surround sound with a 
delicious bag of popcorn. 


Entertainment 

Kids can enjoy the Paseo 
kids’ activities, Carousel & 
kiddie train, every day from 
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60m to 106m and do not 
forget to catch the nightly 
water shows at 7:300m, 
8:300m and 9:300m. An- 
other fun activity is the The 
Range Aijrsoff Experience 
located behind The Lazy 
Turtle. Snap Instagramable 
pictures at the Angel Wings 
located between Pandora 
and Quiksilver and another 
one in front of TGI Fridays. 
Catch a live Show on Fri- 
day by violinist Angela 
Flores and Saturday by the 
acrobatic group Ritmo Cu- 
bano at 80m on the Plaza 
Padu. 


With any purchase at Pas- 
eo Herencia you will re- 
ceive FREE parking in the 
parking garage. Paseo 
Herencia has implement- 
ed all COVID protocols 
according to the Aruba 
Health & Happiness code. 
It is required to wear face 
masks when shopping or 
visiting the mall to ensure a 
safe environment. 


To learn more, visit the Pas- 
eo Herencia Facebook or 
Instagram page.) 
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Native Stories in Aruba Today’s Column: Island Insight 


ORANJESTAD — Passionate 
people are a delight fo lis- 
ten to, naturally depending 
their topic of passion. Two 
years ago Aruba Today 
met an inspirational man: 
Anthony Croes, owner and 
curator of Etnia Nativa, a 
museum or better a unique 
cultural experience cen- 
ter, where he has estab- 
lished his home and atelier 
since 2003. We are more 
than happy to have Antho- 
ny as our weekly colum- 
nist. He has been enriching 
the newspaper every Tues- 
day with his knowledge on 
the cultural heritage, flora 
and fauna of our Happy 
Island. His column, Island 
Insight, will definitely show 
you Aruba from a different 
perspective. Welcome An- 
thony! 


Aruba Today visited Antho- 
ny at his home Etnia Nativa 
and you can have a look 
yourself to learn about this 
amazing place on Face- 
book Aruba Today under 
Videos Ask Pilar — Etnia Na- 
tiva. Now let us introduce 
Anthony to you. 


Homage to Heritage 

Anthony Croes was born 
in Aruba 13 April 1961. He 
is an Etnia Nativa based 
artist at Westpunt, origi- 
nally from Companashi. 
As a kid, he demonstrated 
a natural interest and re- 
soect for his old world heri- 
tage as well as his natives’ 
ancestor’s history and their 
survival challenges. This 
same interest encouraged 
him to pursue anthropo- 
logical studies as an aca- 
demic call. For someone 
with such interest in cultural 
expressions It is no surprising 
that arf soon became his 
yoga and took more time 
of his life he expected. This 
was after having suffered a 
serious spinal accident dur- 
INg a rain storm. So it was 
only a matter of time that 
he seriously considered art 
also as a full-time entertain- 
ment. This later gave way 
to be invited by many and 
various artists and curators 
to exhibit his work. On the 
other hand, it is perhaps 
understandable for some- 
one of his generation and 
interest to pursue only one 





‘single’ career. 


Since this, he has come a long way in 
the notoriously hard to crack Aruban 
art world. 

Anthony's work is indicative of a more 
sophisticated re-invigoration of the 
islands indigenous aspect which is 
gaining force in contemporary art 
circles. Anthony explains that his work 
is an Aruban as It gets a blend of two 
totally different continents mind the 
old and the conquered with native’s 
Aruban approaching ". In this way, 
Anthony circumvents the conven- 
tional dichotomy between the ‘tradi- 








*For all existing members 


* Also pr Point from 10am till opm 


tional’ and the ‘avant-garde’. 


Initially, he established a stu- 
dio called Shidaharaca in 
Oranjestad in 1998. 
Anthony is currently 

the owner and cura- 

tor of Etnia Nativa 

Art Gallery -—Mvu- 

SeUM. 

A unique cultural 
experience cen- 

ter, where he has 
established his 

home and ate- 

lier since 2003. 

For more _ infor- 

mation regarding 

the artist: Etnia Na- 

tiva, Westpunt 37-A, 

Noord, Aruba. Tele- 
phone 00 297-592-2702, 
email etnianativa03@ 
gmail.com, website www. 
etnianativa.facebook.com. [) 
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Discover enhanced tranquility of Body & Mind at Eforea Spa 


PALM BEACH — Aruba’s unique ocean- 
front spa, Eforea, at the Hilton Aruba Ca- 
ribbean Resort & Casino, is thrilled to an- 
nounce the addition of locally inspired 
wellness treatments and services to its 
menu. 


“We are excited to offer a mix of time- 
less and innovative treatments to our 
guests who perhaps were restricted in 
travel over the past year and a half and 
finally take time to vacation, wishing 
to emerge brighter, feeling renewed, 
uplifted and refreshed,” says Marielle 
Smeets, Senior Director of Resort Experi- 
ence. 

Eforea Spa at Hilton Aruba is proud to 
introduce Aruba’s first Sacred Sound 
Massage, a meditative experience that 
combines a full-body massage with vi- 
bration sound therapy. The Eforea As- 
tronomy Experience, a nighttime trans- 
formational encounter combines star 
gazing via telescope, followed by a ro- 
mantic massage under the stars and a 
bottle of sparkling wine. 

The extensive soa menu features the 
Escape, Essential, and Signature Jour- 
neys, highlighting specialty therapies 
available in the soa’s ten beautifully ap- 
pointed treatment rooms, the outdoor 
cabana, or the three couples’ rooms, 
with optional use of steam room, sauna, 
cold plunge pool, full-service salon and 
state-of the-art fitness center. 

The Escape Journey menu _ highlights 


the use of Aruba's indigenous products 
such as Aruba Aloe, organic Coconut 
Oil, rum, fruit serum, sea salt, local herbs, 
and hot lava stones. Escape massages 
are designed for guests to unwind, even 
aid in the quality of their sleep. Exfo- 
liation, hydration, and balancing come 
together in treatments with local Papia- 
mento names such as Playa Y Lama, 
translating into Beach & Ocean, and 
Drumi Dushi, Sleep Sweetly. 

The Essential Journey places the focus 
on body and mind connection, where 
ohysical and emotional health are inti- 
mately intertwined. The emphasis here 
is on fitness muscle massages, or stress 
relief techniques, in light, medium or 
deep tissue pressure. For the first time 
in eighteen-months, facials are back at 
Eforea Spa, including moisturizing and 
balancing treatments for both men and 
women. Prenatal and postnatal mas- 
sages, targeting stress areas, are back 
and available, upon request. 

The Signature Journey pays close af- 
tention to often neglected areas of the 
body, such as Head & Face, Shoulder, 
Neck & Scalp, or Feet, for ultimate, fo- 
cused, distress massages. 

Furthermore, the spa delivers a com- 
plete Hand & Foot menu, including a 
mud treatment, and Hand & Foot re- 
newal, with many enticing options, such 
as incorporating the Hypervolt Percus- 
sion Device for improved circulation. For 
those seeking the perfect tan, Coola 
sunscreen or apres-sun application is 


Time for Two 


Make the most of your 
vacation escape with these 


Relax and rejuvenate 
with eforea Spa 
Happy Hours 
12pm - 2pm & 
5pm - 6pm. 
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romantic treatments for two: 


Tempa pa Dos 
Coco pa Dos 
Biento den Cabana 


hiltonaruba.com | @@OW@HiltonArubs 


oe JE. Trausquin Blvd, 81, Palm Beach, Aruba 
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available. 

Several upgrades are introduced in the new menu to 
enhance massages, facials and body treatments even 
further, with soecial Babor ampoule applications, Nu- 
Face red-light therapy Wrinkle Reducer, and Eye Lifter, 
all innovative micro-current, anti-aging therapies. To 
bring people together, the dedicated couples’ soaces 
include the open-air beachfront cabana, for an ulti- 
mate romantic escape, a friendship retreat, or mother- 
daughter quality-time. Guests who wish to truly tran- 
sition into their vacation mode, are invited to try the 
Head to Toe, a complete cleansing and renewing ses- 
sion. 

All soa treatments commence with a Hand Cleans- 
ing Wellness Ritual, utilizing Aruba Aloe. Hands are 
thoroughly sanitized with hand soap, Aloe hand sugar 
scrub, and hand lotion. 

The Japanese-inspired Bamboo relaxation area invites 
guests to linger longer, setting the tone for ultimate 
tranquility. 

Visit Eforea Soa for a much-needed escape and en- 
joy the added confidence of top safety protocols. All 
body massages may be performed with gloves upon 
guest request and face shields are available. 


About Eforea Spa: 

Eforea Spa is Hilfon’s refreshing take on a spa experi- 
ence, dreamed up to delight global guests and deliver 
a refreshingly unexpected spa experience — a spiritual 
escape from the increasing hectic day to day. Hilton's 
Eforea Spa focuses on balance and wellness, where 
guests can find signature spa journeys waiting for them 
— the essentials, escape and Men's journeys are core to 
the Eforea Spa experience, offering a distinctly thera- 
peutic approach & take guests on a “journey of the 
senses”. 

Eforea Spa at Hilton Aruba offers a soecial daily Happy 
Hour between 5-60m, with a choice of a 10% discount 
ona treatment ora complimentary add on to a treat- 
ment. 

To book your next treatment at Eforea Spa, call +297- 
526-6052 or email at auahh_eforea_aruba@hilton.com 
Hours of operation: Monday - Sunday 9am - 60m 


HILTON ARUBA RESORT & CASINO 

J.E. Irausquin 81, Aruba 

Tel +297-526-6052 

auahh_eforea_aruba@hilton.com 

To learn more about Hilton Aruba, visit www.hiltonaruba.com 
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Millennial Money: Beal your summer avenge shopping’ debt 


By SEAN PYLES of NerdWal- 
let 

The joy of shouting to your 
friends over the roar of a 
crowded bar, the giddiness 
of seeing the world rushing 
by below you from the seat 
of an airplane, the weirdly 
constricting sensation of 
wearing pants that aren't 
elastic — the summer of 
2021 brought back many 
experiences we had. for- 
gone during the past year 
and a half of the pandem- 
IC. 

But this push to re-create a 
world that felf something 
like “normal” may have 
brought back another fa- 
miliar feeling: the anxiety of 
racking up debt. 

If your summer of "revenge" 
soending has come _ for 
a payback of its own in 
the form of lingering debt, 
make a plan for paying It 
off. Then, think about how 
to prevent yourself from 
getting into more debt as 
you navigate progress and 
setoacks on the path to 
normalcy. 

TAKE STOCK OF YOUR DEBT 
— AND FIND YOUR PAYOFF 
PATH 

Whether youre back fo 
soending most of your time 
at home or killing time at 
an airport terminal before 
a flight, find time to sort out 
your debt and pick a pay- 
off strategy. 


PCITY WINERY 








In this Thursday, June 24, 2021 file photo, patrons dine at City Winery in New York. 


First, Understand exactly 
how much you owe and 
to whom. If you don't know 
all the details, certified fi- 
nancial planner Pamela 
Rodriguez in Sacramento, 
California, suggests pulling 
your credit reports, which 
you can do for free. 
"Pulling your credit report 
is probably the fastest way 
to know what you owe 
because there's no hiding 
from your credit report," Ro- 
Criguez says. 

Using a spreadsheet, pencil 
and paper, or a debt pay- 
off app, list your debts. In- 


clude the balance, interest 
rate and monthly minimum 
payment for each. Be sure 
to account for all forms of 
debt, like buy now, pay lat- 
er loans. 

Then, dig into your income 
and expenses to see how 
much money you can put 
toward debt and where 
you can cut spending. If 
youre spending more on 
dining out than you were six 
months ago, for example, 
try cutting back on that to 
free up cash for debt pay- 
off. 

Next, pick a strategy for 


Associated Press 


paying It off. Here are a few 
common tactics: 

— DEBT SNOWBALL: With 
the debt snowball, you 
channel your debt payoff 
energy toward the small- 
est balance first while mak- 
INg minimum payments on 
the rest. Once the smallest 
debt is knocked out, roll 
the amount you were pay- 
ing on it to the next small- 
est debt. As you wipe out 
more debts, the payment 
amount keeps growing 
like a snowball until you're 
debt-free. 

— DEBT AVALANCHE: With 


this method, you pay off 
the debt with the high- 
est interest rate first. Then, 
similar to the debt snowball 
method, once that is paid 
off, you cascade the pay- 
ment onto your debt with 
the next highest interest 
rate. 
— BALANCE ~ TRANSFER 
CREDIT CARD: If your cred- 
it score is high enough to 
qualify for one, a credit 
card with a 0% APR pro- 
motional period can help 
you pay off debt faster 
and cheaper than keep- 
ing it on the original credit 
card. Be sure to wipe out 
the balance before the 0% 
promotional period ends to 
avoid paying interest. 

No matter which payoff 
path you choose, it's impor- 
tant to decide on one and 
commit. Waffling between 
a few different options can 
cost you time and money 
as debts continue to ac- 
crue interest. 

"People have decision 
overload when figuring out 
how to pay off their debt," 
says Thomas Nitzsche,_ fi- 
nancial educator at the 
nonprofit credit counseling 
agency Money Manage- 
ment International. "Just 
come to terms with the fact 
that you're going to have 
to do something and fig- 
Ure out a way to overcome 
that emotional barrier.'L] 


After humble beginnings, Oregon's Dutch Bros launches PO 


By ANDREW SELSKY 
Associated Press 

SALEM, Ore. (AP) — After 
humble beginnings as a 
pushcart operation de- 
cades ago in an Oregon 
town and growing into a 
company with hundreds 
of drive-through coffee 
shops in about a dozen 
U.S. states, Dutch Bros 
Coffee on Wednesday 
launched an initial public 
offering on the New York 
Stock Exchange. 

The offering drew an en- 
thusiastic response from in- 
vestors, who sent shares of 
the company up by more 
than 50% within hours. 
Dutch Bros Coffee Execu- 
tive Chairman Travis Boers- 
ma was expected fo cel- 
ebrate by ringing the clos- 
ing bell at New York Stock 


Exchange. The company 
had an initial public offer- 
ing price of $23 and the 
share price jumped to $36 
in midday trading. 

The Pacific Northwest Is 
known for its love of cof- 
fee. Starbucks started in 
1971 in Seattle's historic 
Pike Place Market. Unlike 
that chain, which is now 
Ubiquitous in the United 
States and beyond, Dutch 
Bros is 100% drive-through. 
The shops with windmill 
emblems have sprouted 
Up across the West and are 
now located as far east as 
Texas and Oklahoma. 
Company President and 
Chief Executive Officer 
Joth Ricci told IPO Edge, 
a news outlet focusing on 
new company share offer- 
ings, that the company de- 


cision to go public doesn't 
mean the its growth will be 
overly aggressive. 

"We are not accelerating 
growth because of the IPO 
but staying disciplined," 
Ricci told IPO Edge. 
Boersma and his brother 
Dane started off in busi- 
ness in 1992 selling espres- 
so-based beverages 
from their pushcart near 
the railroad tracks in the 
southern Oregon town of 
Grants Pass, which now 
has a population of about 
Sy .GlC10. 

Dane Boersma died of 
amyotrophic lateral scle- 
rosis, called ALS and also 
known as Lou Gehrig's dis- 
ease, in 2009 at age 55. 
Dutch Bros Coffee in May 
held its 15th annual Drink 
One for Dane day, in 





Dutch Bros. Coffee co-Founder and President Travis Boersma 
rings the ceremonial first trade bell on the floor of the New York 
Stock Exchange, as his company's IPO opens, Wednesday, 
Sept. 15, 2021. 


which the company do- 
nated a portion of pro- 
ceeds from all of its shops 
to the Muscular Dystrophy 


Associated Press 


Association, the leading 
non-profit organization in 
ALS research, care and 
advocacy.) 
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Apple's next iPhone mirrors last year's, 
adds more storage 





Seen on the screen of a device in La Habra, Calif., new iPhone 
13 smartphones are introduced during a virtual event held to 
announce new Apple products Tuesday, Sept. 14, 2021. 

Associated Press 


By MICHAEL LIEDTKE 

AP Technology Writer 

SAN RAMON, Calif. (AP) 
— Apple unveiled its next 
iPhone line-up, including a 
model that offers twice the 
storage available in earlier 
versions and other modest 
Upgrades to last year's edi- 
tions that proved to be a 
big hit among consumers 
devouring the latest tech- 
nology during the panrn- 
demic. 

The pre-recorded video 
event streamed Tuesday 
gave Apple a chance to 
present a_ polished story 
following a turbulent few 
weeks. The recent bumps 
included a hastily patched 
security vulnerability that 
could let hackers secretly 
take control of iPhones 
and other Apple devices; a 
backlash to the company's 
plans to scan iPhones for 
images of child sex abuse 
and a federal judge's ruling 
that chipped away further 
at the competitive barrier 
Apple builf around its app 
store, which generates bil- 
lions of dollars in profits 
each year. 

As has been the case since 
Apple's late co-founder 
Unveiled the first iPhone 
in 2007, Apple executives 
talked reverently about the 
latest model, even though 
it isn't dramatically different 
from the version Apple re- 
leased nearly a year ago. 
Like last year's model, the 
new iPhone 13 will come in 
four different designs, with 
prices starting from $700 to 
$1,100. They're scheduled 
to be in stores September 
24. 


"It's an incremental 


Up- 


grade," said Gartner ana- 
lyst Tuong Nguyen. "Some 
of the new features are im- 
pressive, but most of them 
are not noticeable or prac- 
tical for most users." 
Possibly the most notable 
change in the latest high- 
end iPhone 13 will be an 
option for a full terabyte of 
storage — that's 1,000 giga- 
bytes — on the device, up 
from its previous maximum 
of 512 gigabytes. That's 
enough storage to accom- 
modate roughly 250,000 
ohotos, or about 500 hours 
of high definition video. 
Having a massive amount 
of storage could become 
more important to many 
consumers with the ad- 
vent of ultra-high definition 
video and ultrafast wireless 
5G networks that will make 
downloading content fast- 
er and easier, Nguyen said. 
Apple is also promising 
better cameras on the 
iPhone 13, including an 
improved ultrawide lens, a 
cinematic-like video fea- 
ture and technology for 
better nighttime pictures. 
(The latter mirrors a feature 
Google has long offered 
in its line of Pixel phones, 
which haven't been big 
sellers yet.) As usual, the lat- 
est IPhones are supposed 


to have longer-lasting bat- 
teries, too. 

"We keep making the 
iPhone more capable,” Ap- 
ple CEO Tim Cook boasted. 
These kinds of incremental 
Upgrades have become 
routine for Aople and other 
device makers in recent 
years as the pace of smart- 
phone innovation slowed, 
even while prices for some 
phones have climbed 
above $1,000. That trend 
has prompted more con- 
sumers to hold on to their 
older smartphones for lon- 
ger periods. 

But the release of last year's 
iPhone 12 unleashed one 
of Apple's biggest sales 
sourts since 2014, possibly 
because the pandemic 
heloed make homebound 
people realize it was time 
to get a newer and better 
model than what they had 
been using. Through the 
first six months of this year, 
Apple's iPhone sales have 
surged by nearly 60% from 
the same time last year. 
That boom has helped push 
Apple's stock price near its 
all-time highs recently, giv- 
ing the company a market 
value of about $2.5 trillion 
-- more than twice what It 
was before the pandemic 
began 18 months ago. 
Apple's shares dipped 1% 
Tuesday in a sign that that 
investors weren't excited 
by what they saw in the 
new iPhones. 

Although the iPhone is still 
by far Apple's biggest mon- 
eymaker, the company has 
been trying to supplement 
its success with perioheral 
oroducts such as Its smart- 
watch. The Cupertino, Cali- 
fornia, company used Tues- 
day's showcase to provide 
a preview of its next Apple 
Watch, which will feature a 
thinner, more rounded and 
brighter display.) 
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Want to Sell your Time Share 
Condo or property in Aruba? 
Contact the expert 36 Years 
Doing Honest business 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana beach and casino 
Eagle Beach 

2 BR, 2 bath ocean front 

WK #35 room #346 E 

Price :8K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach 

Studio WK #37 room#832 
33 weeks remain 

Price :$7K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance ocean suite 
Private island 

1 BR WK#35 room #2345 
1 BR WK#35 room #2543 
Pool /ocean View 

Price :$5K each 

Call:0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private island 

1 BR WK #34, 35,36 

Room #2518 Garden view 
Price :$4K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private island 

1 BR WK #38 room #2322 
Harbour /ocean view 

Price :$4K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 

Palm Beach 

Gold season 

2 BR garden view $7K 

2 BR Ocean view $8K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean club 

Palm Beach 

Gold season 

1 BR Ocean view $6K 

2 BR ocean view $8K 

2 BR Ocean front$16K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Condo For sale 

Gold coast 

2 BR, 3 Bath 

Price : $ 280 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214586 


lassifieds 


Condo for sale 

Noord 

Dutch Village 

Motivated seller 

2 BR, 2bath 

Price :$175K 

Call : 011 -6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for sale 

Tierra del sol 

3 BR 2 1/2 Bath 

Fully furnished with garage 
Ocean view 

Price : $ 450 K 
Call:011-297 -6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 

Tanki leendert 

Central located 

2 Bedroom 2 bath ona 
Property land 

Price : $ 230 K 
Call:011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 

Felicidad 

Central located 

3 Bedroom 2 bath 

On a property land 

Price : $450 K 

Call :011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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In this Wednesday, April 21, 2021 file photo, smoke and steam 
rise from towers at the coal-fired Urumqi Thermal Power Plant in 
Urumdi in western China's Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. 
Associated Press 


Report: Most nations fall 
far short in plans to curb 


warming 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 

AP Science Writer 

Nearly every nation is com- 
ing Up short most of them 
far short in their efforts to 
fight climate change, and 
the world is unlikely to hold 
warming to the interna- 
tionally agreed-upon limit, 
according to a new scien- 
tific report. Only one nation 
tiny The Gambia in Africa 
is on track to cut emissions 
and undertake its share of 
actions to keep the world 
from exceeding the Paris 
agreement goal of limit- 
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Downtown — 





Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 








ing warming to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahr- 
enheit) of warming since 
pre-industrial times, the re- 
port said. 

Only one industrialized na- 
tion the United Kingdom is 
even close to doing what 
it should to cut emissions 
of heat-trapping gases 
and finance clean energy 
for poorer nations, the Cli- 
mate Action Tracker re- 
ported Wednesday.) 
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Vv HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 
Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 








facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Emmy host C 


By LYNN ELBER 

AP Television Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — As 
busy as Cedric the Enter- 
tainer is with his sitcom "The 
Neighborhood" and other 
projects, he quickly said yes 
when asked to host his first 
major awards show. 

Then he sought advice on 
how fo handle Sunday's 
Emmy ceremony, airing on 
CBS (60.m,. EDT). 

"Steve Harvey, my good 
friend who's hosted a lot of 
these ‘big nights,, he had 
some great tidbits for me," 
said the actor-comedian. 
Others on his call list for 
trade secrets: Billy Crystal, 
Anthony Anderson and 
Chris Rock, all veterans 
at emceeing Hollywood 
bashes. 

"And if you have a line on 
Tina Fey, | don't have her 
number, but | would love to 
talk to her," Cedric said. 

He was already aware of 
one modern pitfall of host- 
ing: Offensive old jokes, 
like the ones on Twitter that 
cost Kevin Hart the Oscar 
emcee gig in 2018. 

"Just try not to get can- 
celed beforehand, that's 
the biggest thing," Cedric 
said, tongue firmly in cheek. 
It's the kind of puckish ob- 
servation that a man with a 
three-decade-plus career 
and at the top of his game 
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Cedric the Entertainer, host of Sunday's 73rd Primetime Emmy Awards, addresses the media dur- 
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ing the show's Press Preview Day, Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2021, at the Television Academy in Los 


Angeles. 


is comfortable making. 

He stars in and produces 
‘The Neighborhood," the 
CBS sitcom returning Mon- 
day for its fourth season. 
He's a producer for the 


male-bonding TV dramedy 
"Johnson" and has voiced 
roles for animated projects 
including the "Madagas- 
car’ and "Ice Age’ films and 
"The Proud Family" series. 


Jhumpa Lahiri book on translation to 
come out in the spring 


« oe * i if 

2 ‘ag . . i a 

iy i i ‘i , a8 

‘<a = aT ‘J ll FE", 
. e a hy 1 

& a 
~ tes 7 . : . - 
he a Y 


Jhumpa Lahiri poses during 
a photo call at the 71st edi- 
tion of the Venice Film Festi- 
val in Venice, Italy, on Aug. 
27, 2014. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — The next 
book from Jnumpa Lahiri, 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning 


fiction writer, will highlight 
her work as a translator. 
Princeton University Press 
announced Monday that 
Lahiri's "Translating Myself 
and Others" will come 
out next spring. Lahiri has 
lived off and on in Rome 
for nearly a decade, and 
her translation projects in- 
clude "The Penguin Book 
of Italian Short Stories" and 
her novel “Whereabouts,” 
which she first wrote in Ital- 
lian. Her new book will fea- 
tures essays on the mean- 
ing of translation, translat- 
ing her own writing, and 
her dream of translating 
a classic from ancient 
Rome, Ovid's "Metamor- 
ohoses." 

"To be a writer-translator Is 
to value both being and 





becoming," Lahiri writes 
in her upcoming book. 
"What one writes in any 
given language typically 
remains as is, but transla- 
tion enables it to become 
otherwise. Thanks to trans- 
lation— the act of one text 
becoming another — the 
conversation | have been 
seeking to have with lit- 
erature for much of my life 
now feels more complete, 
more harmonious, and far 
richer with possibilities." 
Lahiri's fiction includes the 
Pulitzer-winning story col- 
lection "The Interpreter of 
Maladies’ and the novels 
‘The Namesake" and "Un- 
accustomed Earth." Since 
2019, she has directed 
Princeton's creative writ- 


ing program.) 


Associated Press 


His on-screen film credits 
range from the "Barber- 
shop" franchise to dra- 
mas including "Cadillac 
Records" and "Son of the 
South.’ He appeared on 
Broadway in a 2008 revival 
of David Mamet's "Ameri- 
can Buffalo." 

He's got a_ production 
company that's develop- 
ing comedies, dramas and 
a superhero story, with a 
long-envisioned project 
nestled in his back pocket: 
A biopic of early 20th cen- 
tury Black nationalist leader 
Marcus Garvey. Cedric has 
his eye on playing him. 
Cedric is also a doting 
granddad to a brand-new 
kindergartner he's dubbed 
#GrandCookie. 

"The Neighborhood" is his 
immediate career focus. 
He plays a family man in 
a largely Black neighbor- 
hood near Los Angeles 
who's struggling to adjust to 
the chipper white Midwest- 
erner who's moved next 
door. 

The show's intent is to ad- 
dress "the merging of cul- 
tures.... and what happens 
when people do figure out 





to be in harmony, without 
necessarily changing the 
identity of the other per- 
son, he said. "That's what 
we try to do with the show, 
and have a good time. Not 
oreach, but teach." 

Born Cedric Antonio Kyles, 
the Jefferson City, Missouri, 
native takes a grounded 
view of his success. Or as 
he put if: “I'm very blue-col- 
lar about if." 

He was a claims adjustor 
for State Farm insurance in 
St. Louis and playing com- 
edy clubs at night when he 
realized he could win over 
audiences. That's when he 
decided to "go for it" as a 
performer. 

| feel really blessed to 
have such a long career 
and one that has mainly 
just been kind of gradual 
and steady,’ Cedric said. 
‘| laugh a lot on my job. | 
make people laugh. It's a 
good time." 

As expert as he is, awards 
show audiences can be 
tough. Those waiting to 
hear if they've won or lost 
are tense, and viewers at 
home may shrug over un- 
familiar nominees plucked 
from among an ever-ex- 
panding world of stream- 
ing and cable shows. 
Sunday's ceremony also 
faces the challenge of on- 
going COVID-19 precau- 
tions, which have forced 
it from a theater into a 
glammed-up tent and lim- 
ited the number of stars in 
attendance. That's a step 
Up from last year's event, 
which was nearly all virtual 
and audience-less. 

Cedric said his goal is a 
show that avoids stuffiness 
and brings the TV audience 
“pehind the velvet rope." 
There's one request that's 
out of his control. If came 
from his pal Anderson, the 
“bplack-ish" star who's had six 
previous best comedy ac- 
tor bids without a win and Is 
competing again. 

“Now that you're the host, 
take care of that for me," 
Anderson told him, jokingly 
refusing to accept rejec- 
tion. 

"So he's going to win 
something, Cedric said 
with a smile. "| don't know 
what it's going to be, but 
something." 
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Biles: FBI turned ‘blind eye’ to reports of gymnasts’ abuse 


fe 


By MARY CLARE JALONICK, 
WILL GRAVES and MICHAEL 
BALSAMO 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Olym- 
pic gold medalist Simone 
Biles told Congress through 
tears Wednesday that the 
FBI and gymnastics officials 
turned a "blind eye" to USA 
Gymnastics team doctor 
Larry Nassars sexual abuse 
of her and hundreds of oth- 
er women. 

Biles told the Senate Ju- 
diciary Committee — that 
“enough is enough" as she 
and three other U.S. gym- 
nasts sooke in stark emo- 
tional terms about the last- 
ing toll Nassar's crimes have 
taken on therr lives. 

The 2016 Olympic cham- 
pion and a five-time world 
champion — widely con- 
sidered to be the greatest 
gymnast of all time — said 
that she "can imagine no 
place that | would be less 
comfortable right now than 
sitting here in front of you." 
She declared herself a sur- 
vivor of sexual abuse. 

‘| blame Larry Nassar and 
| also blame an entire sys- 
tem that enabled and per- 
petrated his abuse," Biles 
said. She said USA Gymnas- 
tics and the United States 
Olympic and Paralympic 
Committee "knew that | 
was abused by their official 
team doctor long before | 
was ever made aware of 
their knowledge." 

Biles said a message needs 
to be sent: "If you allow a 
oredator to harm children, 
the consequences will be 
swift and severe. Enough is 
enough." 

The hearing is part of a 
congressional effort to hold 
the FBI accountable after 
multiple missteps in investi- 
gating the case, including 
the delays that allowed the 
now-imprisoned Nassar to 
abuse other young gym- 
nasts. An internal investiga- 
tion by the Justice Depart- 
ment released in July said 
that the FBI made funda- 
mental errors in the probe 
and did not treat the case 
with the ‘utmost serious- 
ness’ after USA Gymnastics 
first reported the allega- 
tions to the FBI's field office 
in Indianapolis in 2015. The 
FBI has acknowledged its 
own conduct was inexcus- 
able. At least 40 girls and 
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ols, arrive to testify during a Senate Judiciary hearing about the Inspector General's report on 
the FBI's handling of the Larry Nassar investigation on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2021, in 


Washington. 


women said they were 
molested after the FBI had 
been made aware of the 
oroblem. 

McKayla Maroney, another 
gold medal winning gym- 
nast, told senators that one 
night when she was 15 years 
old, she found the doc- 
tor on top of her while she 
was naked — one of many 
times she was abused. She 
said she thought she was 
going to die that evening. 
Maroney said the FBI "mini- 
mized and disregarded" 
her after she reported Nas- 
sar and said the agency 
delayed the investigation 
as other gymnasts were 
abused. 

"| think for so long all of us 
questioned, just because 
someone else wasn't ful- 
ly validating us, that we 
doubted what happened 
to us," Maroney said. "And 
| think that makes the heal- 
ing process take longer." 
Biles and Maroney were 
joined by Aly Raisman, an- 
other Olympic gold med- 
alist, and gymnast Maggie 
Nichols. Raisman said it "dis- 
gusts me" that they are still 
looking for answers six years 
after the original allega- 
tions against Nassar were 
reported. 

"We just can't fix a problem 
we don't understand, and 
we cant understand the 
problem unless and. until 
we have all of the facts," 
Raisman said, noting the 


traumatic effect the abuse 
has had on all of them. 
"Being here today is tak- 
ing everything | have," she 
said. "My main concern Is | 
hope | have the energy fo 
just walk out of here. | don't 
think people realize how 
much It affects us." 

Biles acknowledged _ in 
January 2018 that she was 
among the hundreds of 
athletes who were abused 
by Nassar. She is the only 
one of the witnesses who 
competed in the 2020 To- 
kyo Olympics — held this 
year after a one-year de- 
lay due to the coronavirus 
pandemic — but removed 
herself from the team fi- 
nals to focus on her mental 
health. She returned to earn 
a bronze medal on beam 
but told the committee the 
lingering trauma from her 
abuse at the hands of Nas- 
sar played a factor in her 
decision to opt out of sev- 
eral competitions. 
Democratic and Republi- 
can senators expressed dis- 
gust over the case and said 
they would continue to in- 
vestigate. Senate Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Rich- 
ard Durbin, D-lll., said if was 
among the most compel- 
ling and heartbreaking tes- 
timony he had ever heard. 
"We have a job to do and 
we know it," Durbin said. 
Republican Sen. John 
Cornyn of Texas said Con- 
gress must ‘demand real 
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change, and real account- 
ability, and we will not be 
satisfied by platitudes and 
vague promises about 
improved performance.’ 
Sen. Jerry Moran, R-Kansas, 
called Nassar a ‘monster’ 
and wondered how many 
other abusers have es- 
caped justice, considering 
that even world-class ath- 
letes were ignored in this 
case. 

FBI Director Christooher 
Wray and Justice Depart- 
ment Insoector General Mi- 
chael Horowitz, who con- 
ducted the July report, will 
testify in a second panel 
after the gymnasts. 
Horowitz's probe was 
sourred by allegations that 
the FBI failed to promptly 
address complaints made 
In 2015 against Nassar. 
USA Gymnastics had con- 
ducted its own internal in- 
vestigation and the orga- 
nization's then-president, 
Stephen Penny, reported 
the allegations to the FBI's 
field office in Indianapolis. 
But it was months before 
the bureau opened a for- 
mal investigation. 

The inspector general's of- 
fice found that "despite the 
extraordinarily serious na- 
ture" of the claims against 
Nassar, FBI officials in In- 
dianapolis did not resoond 
with the "utmost seriousness 
and urgency that the alle- 
gations deserved and re- 
quired." 


When they did respond, 
the report said, FBI offi- 
cials made "numerous and 
fundamental errors’ and 
violated bureau policies. 
Among the missteps was 
a failure to conduct any 
investigative activity until 
more than a month after 
a meeting with USA Gym- 
nastics. The watchdog in- 
vestigation also found that 
when the FBI's Indianapolis 
field office's handling of the 
matter came under scru- 
tiny, officials there did not 
take any responsibility for 
the missteps and gave in- 
complete and inaccurate 
information to internal FBI 
inquiries to make It look like 
they had been diligent in 
their investigation. 

The FBI rebuked its own em- 
ployees who failed to act in 
the case and said it "should 
not have happened." 

The report also detailed 
that while the FBI was inves- 
tigating the Nassar allega- 
tions, the head of the FBI's 
field office in Indianapolis, 
W. Jay Abbott, was talking 
to Penny about getting a 
job with the Olympic Com- 
mittee. He applied for the 
job but didn't get it and lat- 
er retired from the FBI, the 
report said. 

Nassar was — ultimately 
charged in 2016 with fed- 
eral child pornography of- 
fenses and sexual abuse 
charges in Michigan. 

He is now serving decades 
in prison after hundreds 
of girls and women said 
he sexually abused them 
under the guise of medi- 
cal treatment when he 
worked for Michigan State 


and Indiana-based USA 
Gymnastics, which _ trains 
Olympians.) 
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Sitting out NFL preseason helped some QBs, hurt others 


By JOSH DUBOW 

AP Pro Football Writer 
Sitting out the preseason 
did nothing to slow the start 
to the season for guys like 
Matthew Stafford, Russell 
Wilson and Dak Prescoftt. 
For guys like Aaron Rod- 
gers, Ryan Tannehill and 
Matt Ryan, there appeared 
to be some rust. 

In all, nine quarterbacks 
who didnt take a snap 
in the preseason started 
Week 1, and there was 
no consistent pattern on 
whether that decision 
heloed or hurt. 

Four of the nine quarter- 
backs ended up on the 
winning side, with Wilson's 
Seahawks beating Carson 
Weniz's Colts 28-16 in the 
only game featuring two 
starting QBs who sat out the 
oreseason. The combined 
95.2 passer rating for the 
quarterbacks was. slightly 
lower than the league av- 
erage of 99.6. Perhaps the 
most impressive — perfor- 
mance came from Staf- 
ford, who went 20 for 26 for 
321 yards and three TDs ina 
34-14 win against Chicago 
in his debut with the Rams. 
The 156.1 passer rating was 
the highest ever in Week 1 
fora player ona new team, 
as the lack of preseason 
work didn't seem to have a 
negative impact. 

Prescott and Las Vegas’ 
Derek Carr each threw 
for more than 400 yards in 
the opener, with Prescoftt's 
Cowboys losing to the Buc- 
caneers 31-229 and Carr 
leading a wild comeback 
for a 33-27 overtime win 
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Los Angeles Rams quarterback Matthew Stafford throws a pass during the first half of an NFL foot- 
ball game against the Chicago Bears, Sunday, Sept. 12, 2021, in Inglewood, Calif. 


against Baltimore thanks to 
a walk-off 31-yard TD pass 
to Zay Jones. 

Wilson had four TDs and 
no interceptions in his first 
game under new play-call- 
er Shane Waldron. His 11 
games with at least four TDs 
and no interceptions are 
the seventh-most ever. 

On the other side was Rod- 
gers, who went 15 for 28 
for 133 yards and two in- 
terceptions in a 38-3 loss 
to New Orleans for a 36.8 
passer rating that was the 
lowest ever for a reigning 
NFL MVP in Week 1. 

He even threw a red zone 
interception for the first time 
since Oct. 14, 2019, against 
Detroit, ending a streak of 
50 TD passes in the red zone 
without an interception, in- 
cluding the playoffs. 
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In this April 6, 2021, file photo, Los Angeles Lakers center Marc 
Gasol (14) drives as Toronto Raptors forward Chris Boucher 
(25) defends during an NBA basketball game in Tampa, Fla. 
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Ryan and Tannehill strug- 
gled in new offenses after 
sitting out the preseason, 
with Ryan throwing — for 
only 164 yards in a 32-6 loss 
to Philadelphia in his first 
game with Arthur Smith as 
coach in Atlanta. 

Tannehill missed Smith, his 
former offensive coordina- 
tor, in Tennessee's Opener 
against Arizona, a 38-13 
loss. He went 21 for 35 for 
210 yards with a TD, an in- 
terception and six sacks 
in his first game with Todd 
Downing as offensive coor- 
dinator. 

WEST IS BEST 

The eight teams in the West 
divisions all won their open- 
ers this season. This marked 
the first time since the 
merger that every team in 
two separate divisions won 
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every game in the same 
week. 

Since the current eight-divi- 
sion format started in 2002, 
this marked the third and 
fourth times that a division 
went 4-0 in Week 1, with the 
AFC West doing If in 2002 
and the AFC East in 2015. 
The NFC West was more 
dominant, with the 65-point 
combined margin of vic- 
tory compared to plus-28 
for the AFC West. The NFC 
West had the biggest Week 
1 margin of victory under 
this current format. 

On the other side of the 
equation was the NFC 
North, whose teams went 
Q-4 and got outscored by 


66 points. 
GO FOR IT 
Fourth-down  aggressive- 
ness for coaches keeps 


increasing, with the 52 aft- 
tempts the second-most 
ever in a week dating fo 
1991. 

But where the increased 
aggressiveness really shows 
is earlier in the game, when 
the tie and score makes 
the decision less obvious. 
The 33 fourth-down = af- 
tempts in the first three 
quarters were the most in 
any week as far as SportRa- 
dar records go back to in 
2000. Teams converted 18 
of those tries. 

The change in approach 
has been stark in recent 
years. Teams averaged just 
10 fourth-down attempts 
per week in the first three 
quarters of games in 2014, 
when it took until Week 5 to 
hit the 33 mark achieved in 
the opener this season. 

The best decision of the 
week was made by Cin- 
cinnati's Zac Taylor, whose 
decision to go for it on 
fourth-and-1 from his 48 in 
the final minute of overtime 
increased the Bengals’ win 
orobability by 11.2 percent- 
age points, according to 
EdjSports. Joe Burrow's 32- 
yard pass to C.J. Uzomah 
set up the game-winning 
field goal in the Bengals’ 
27-24 overtime win over the 
Vikings. 

FAMOUS JAMEIS 

Jameis Winston had a re- 
markably efficient first start 
in New Orleans. The risk- 
taking quarterback who 
made history with the first 
30-touchdown, 30-inter- 
ception season in Tampa 
Bay in 2019 made another 
mark in Week 1.) 


Grizzlies waive Marc Gasol days after 
trading for his rights 


MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — The 
Memphis Grizzlies have 
waived center Marc Ga- 
sol days after acquiring his 
rights in a trade with the 
Los Angeles Lakers. 
The Grizzlies announced 
the move Wednesday. 
They acquired Gasol from 
the Lakers along with a 
2024 second round draft 
pick and cash for the draft 
rights to center Wang Zhe- 
lin (57th overall in 2016) on 
ept. 10. The move saved 


the Lakers about $10 mil- 
lion against the salary cap 


and the league's luxury 
TAX. 
The 36-year-old center 


spent his first 11 NBA sea- 
sons with Memphis. He av- 
eraged a career-low 5.0 
points and 4.1 rebounds 
per game last season with 
the Lakers. The /7-foot- 
1 center never found a 
regular role in the injury- 
plagued Lakers’ rotation 
while they lost in the first 


round of the postseason. 
Gasol made three All-Star 
teams during his career 
with the Grizzlies, who first 
acquired his rights from the 
Lakers in the trade sena- 
ing his older brother, Pau, 
to the Lakers in November 
2008. The former NBA De- 
fensive Player of the Year 
was traded from Mem- 
ohis to Toronto in February 
2019, and he won a cham- 
pionship ring later that 
season.) 


